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occupation, followed by frequent intercourse with the men and
government of Cairo, an intercourse continued during the entire
reign of 'Abbas Basha, nor wholly interrupted under that oi
Sa'eed, had combined to encourage this deplorable falling-
away. Usages which, when known only through the medium
of polemical treatises and controversial diatribe, excited just
horror, now seemed less abominable on practical acquaintance
and closer view, so contagious is bad example. The "shameful"
had sent up its vapours in the K'hawahs of the capital, and
heads had been seen profaned by the iniquity of silk and gold
thread. No reasonable mind could hesitate whence the origin
of the cholera; the crime was notorious, the punishment mere
justice. Of course the best, indeed the only, remedy for the
epidemic was a speedy reform, and an efficacious return to the
purity and intolerance of better days.

Feysul now convoked an assembly of all the principal men
in the town. When met, he addressed them in a speech with
which I shall not tire the patience of my readers, though my
own had to bear with its rehearsal. It consisted mainly of
those arbitrary and unadvised interpretations of the ways of
Providence to man, unfortunately common everywhere, and
justifiable nowhere. The upshot was, that they had all done
wrong, very wrong; that great scandals had been given or per-
mitted; that the fine gold had become unquestionably dim, and
the silver alloyed with dross, and that their only hope lay in
strict search and trial of their ways, with suitable repentance
and reform. But for himself, added the monarch, he was now
old and infirm, nor able unaided and alone to carry into effect
measures proportioned to the gravity of the occasion. Accord-
ingly he discharged the obligation of his own conscience on
theirs, and rendered them thus responsible for the longer dura-
tion of the cholera, or whatever else might take place, should
his timely warning be neglected.

The elders of the town retired, held long consultation, and
returning, proposed the following scheme, which received the
kingly ratification. From among the most exemplary and
zealous of the inhabitants twenty-two were to be selected, and
entitled " Meddey'yeeyah," "men of zeal," or "Zelators," such
being the nearest word in literal translation, and this I shall
henceforth employ, to spare Arab cacophony, Candidates of